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to speak more at length of her and her family. The Countess was a Portuguese by birth, but the daughter of a German nobleman. She was an intelligent woman, well informed, without pedantry; and she spoke and wrote several foreign languages with facility. Just as I arrived in Lisbon, the Countess was about leaving Portugal for Madrid, where her husband was Ambassador. As she had taken her congi at Court, that monster ETIQUETTE, which creates so much annoyance in the world, prevented me from seeing her. However, I afterward saw her in Madrid on my way back to France.
Her acquaintance was a source of great gratification to me, for her house was the resort of the best company, and her cultivated taste gave her a superiority over most of her countrywomen. Her fair hair and fine complexion made her look like a German or an Englishwoman rather than a Portuguese; and she was altogether a very pretty and elegant woman. The Comte d'Ega, who was very old and ugly, possessed, it was said, considerable ability as a statesman. Since her widowhood the Countess has married Baron von Strogonoif, the brother of my friend Madame Demidoff.
The treaty concluded by General Lannes had been signed,* and the Emperor directed Junot to present the ratifications to the Prince Regent. Junot carried them to Queluz, where the Prince generally resided. When his Royal Highness received the rouleau of papers he began to laugh. <( Ah!}> . . . he exclaimed; <( yes!
.    .    .    yes!    .    .    .    yes!    ...    It is a fine treaty!
. . . a fine treaty. . . . Ah! Portugal is a fine nation! ... a very fine nation. ^
I must mention that at this moment Junot and the Prince were alone on a little terrace which commanded a fine view of the scenery round Queluz; and when the Prince said: <( Portugal is a fine nation!" he alluded to the fields of olives and maize which he perceived around him. <(Yes! . . . yes!}) ... he continued; (<it was on this very spot that I gave my word of honor to
General Lannes. . . . The general is rather------y>
Then, observing a frown gathering on Junot's brow, the
* The treaty of neutrality between France, Portugal, and Spain, concluded in 1803,h I shall presently have
